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Ever since that time he has taken an active part in the politics of the country
and endeavoured to ameliorate the condition of the Coloured people, more
especially his co-religionists, the Malays and his fellow-countrymen, the
British Indians. He helped to quell a Malay disturbance that took place
by reason of the Cape Government having fixed a Malay cemetery very
far away from the town, and it was mainly through his efforts that a site
was ultimately selected which satisfied the Malay community.

During his stay in Cape Town, Mr. Ally was both a parliamentary
and municipal voter. In 1892, he was elected Chairman of the Coloured
Peoples' Organization, and took a leading part in connection with the
Franchise Law Amendment. A petition signed by 22,000 Coloured people
was promoted and sent to London. Later, Mr. Ally migrated to Johannes-
burg, where, too, he has been taking an active part with reference to the
position of British Indians in the Transvaal. Before the war, he inter-
viewed the prominent Boer officials, as also the British Agents, and did
a great deal to secure relief.

Mr. Ally is the founder and President of the Hamidiya Islamic Society,
which has been doing excellent and useful work among the Mahomedans
of Johannesburg, and which was chiefly instrumental in organising the
Mass Meeting at the Empire Theatre. The Society is in a flourishing
condition, and has a membership of several hundred Mahomedans.

Mr. Ally, although not a finished speaker, has a very good command
of the English language, has a fine voice, and is often very eloquent. He
is married to a Malay lady and is the father of eleven children. He holds
liberal views regarding female education and has been endeavouring,
in spite of the handicap of colour, to give a good education to his
daughters.
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474. DIVINE WRATH ON HONG KONG
While the news of how a beautiful city like San Francisco was
suddenly reduced to dust and thousands of men were buried alive in a trice
is still green in our memory, a similar earthquake has occurred in
Chile and lakhs of people in Valparaiso and other places have been
rendered homeless and obliged to wander about without food. Hardly
is that woeful tale over whenrthere comes a cry from Asia that its children
are no less unfortunate than those of America. Last week there appeared
the news of a cyclone in the sea near Hong Kong to the south of
China. Several ships and steamers were driven ashore and some com-
pletely wrecked. Small craft and fishing-boats sank and thousands
of precious lives were lost. As .the sea rushed into the harbour, rivers
began to flow through the city streets and the people in distress struggled
hard to save themselves by means of boats. It is said that about fifty